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Bias is a leaning in a particular direction or a tendency to think or feel in a particular manner. For example, Terri loves sports while her brother Ben spends his spare time playing his violin. If their school suddenly had money to build either a new weight room or new practice rooms for the orchestra, we can see that Terri and Ben would be likely to have differing opinions about how that money should be spent.

How we deal with our biases is important. Whether we have an argument with a friend, wish to prove a point to our family, write a letter to the principal or an editorial for the newspaper, we are expressing our opinion. How others feel about that opinion will depend upon

· how convincingly and respectfully we present the case for our opinion.
· how well we take into account the possible biases of our audience.

Even when we are not trying to convince others to see things our way, the manner in which we express our opinions affects the way others see us. Use the Bias Meter as one way to think about the way an opinion is presented.
THE BIAS METER*
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1–2
· supports opinion with sound reasons/facts/evidence
· uses rational language to express the opinion
· respects the opinions/arguments of others

3–4
· supports opinion with some reasons/facts/evidence but also with unsupported opinions

· appeals to the emotions

· uses some emotional language

· may show some respect for a differing opinion

5–6
· supports opinion with few reasons/facts; relies mainly on unsupported opinions

· uses strong appeal to the emotions

· uses emotional language

· has little respect for a differing opinion

7–8
· relies on unsupported opinions

· uses emotionally charged words

· shows no respect for differing opinion

9–10
· relies on unsupported opinions and exaggerations/distortions of facts

· uses stereotypes/generalizations

· uses emotionally charged words

· insults those who differ

*Note: Objective writing does not appear on the meter because it expresses no opinion, takes no sides on an issue, shows no emotional involvement, and uses clear, unbiased word choice.

